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GIHS Marketing Program Receives 
CTE Endorsement
New Program Prepares Students for Business Careers
Grand Island High School (GIHS) students 
interested in pursuing a career in Marketing 
Management now have an opportunity 
to enroll in a new program recently 
approved by the New York State Education 
Department (NYSED). The Marketing 
Management Career & Technical Education 
(CTE) program will be offered to students 
in the Grand Island Central School District 
beginning September 2016. This is Grand 
Island’s first career and technical education 
endorsement from the New York State 
Department of Education. 

“The Marketing Management CTE program 
will provide our interested students a clear 
path to further their studies in the field of 
business. Much like a college major, the 
program offers students the opportunity 
to specialize in something before they 
graduate. We wanted to offer a program that 
students could feel they are a part of,” says 
Grand Island High School teacher, Amy 
Boutet. “It’s like a school within a school - 
we’re preparing them for college.”

Starting in September 2016, the program 
will allow students to complete a sequence 
of course work in marketing management. 
Graduates of the Marketing Management 
CTE program will receive a CTE high 
school diploma indicating that they are 
prepared to pursue further education and 
employment in their field of study. Students 
may also earn Regents or Advanced Regents 
designation on their diploma. 

Program courses are open to all students. 
They may choose to take a particular class 
as a single elective or opt to follow this 
sequence of study in the field of marketing 
management. (See charts.)

Once coursework is completed, students are 
required to take the NOCTI exam to receive 
the CTE endorsement on their diploma. The 
NOCTI exam is a career readiness test that 
includes a performance piece and a written 
component. “If there are students who have 
already taken these classes, we can line them 
up to take the NOCTI exam so they may 
receive the CTE endorsement at graduation,” 
says Boutet. 

 Lawrence Again 
Recognized for 
Her Impact on the 
Western New York 
Community
Teresa Lawrence, 
Ph.D., superintendent 
of the Grand Island 
Central School 
District, has been 
selected to receive 
the 2016 Graduate 
School of Education 
(GSE) Distinguished 
Alumni Award. 
This honor is bestowed upon an 
alumnus who has impacted the field of 
education through an exemplary history 
of research, teaching and service. 
Dr. Lawrence is recognized for her 
contributions to the field of education in 
Western New York.

Dr. Lawrence says her decision to 
complete a Ph.D. in Social Foundations 
at the University at Buffalo was simple 
to make. Having already completed the 
necessary leadership and administrative 
schooling and certificates to work 
as a school district superintendent, 
she had the desire to expand her 
perspective of what it meant to serve 
in a leadership position. “School is a 
social experience. As such, I wanted 
to participate in a program that would 
deepen my understanding of the 
role which school plays, not from an 
administrative perspective but from a 
social perspective,” says Dr. Lawrence. 
“Every day as I walk the halls, interact 
with students, faculty and staff, and 
with every decision I make as a school 
leader, I ask myself three questions: continued on page 14

continued on page 2

REGENTS DIPLOMA:

Unit Sequence
H/S 

Credit 
Units

Career and Financial 
Management

.5

Principles of Marketing 1

College Computer Skills 1

Choose ONE of the following: 

•	 Business	Math
•	 Small	Business/Business	

Ownership

1

Required Units 3.5

ADVANCED REGENTS DIPLOMA:

Unit Sequence
H/S 

Credit 
Units

Sports and Entertainment 
Management

.5

Career Exploration Program 
(Internship or Work Experience)

1

Total Units of Credit 5
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Message From Your Superintendent

Grand Island Central School District

Teresa Lawrence, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools

We recognize that our school community and the community at large 
are closely interconnected. To that end, we do our best to assist in 
promoting community events of benefit to our students. Like most 
districts, we look to balance what we send home in children’s folders 
and post online with our district policies and appropriate practices. 
The Grand Island School Board has established a subcommittee to 
review guidelines and criteria for sending community based fliers 
home with students. The Board welcomes your input and any ideas 
can be forwarded to boe@grandislandschools.org. 

The transportation facility is quickly approaching its final stages of 
construction. Our plan is to move from our existing complex to the 
new complex this spring. Also new from transportation is the soon to 
be released “MyStop” application. Accessing this application on any 
Smartphone will let parents and guardians know the exact location of 
their child’s bus. Safety and communication is of utmost importance 
and we believe parents will find this tool helpful in knowing the 
whereabouts of busses during a delay. 

This time every year, the District’s governance team comprised 
of the School Board and myself, are working diligently to craft 
a budget that reflects community values, advances opportunities 
for children and is fiscally responsible. We are committed to a 
plan that lessens our reliance on our fund balance while growing a 
comprehensive K-12 program. Community members are invited to 
attend the budget input sessions and are encouraged to vote on the 
school budget on May 17 in the high school gymnasium located on 
Ransom Road. Two Board seats are up for election. Information on 
securing a petition can be found in this edition of the Bridge. Our 
Board meetings are televised on Time Warner Cable Channel 22 on 
Saturday 8:30 PM and on Sunday 12:00 PM. They are also posted on 
our website. Any information pertaining to the budget development 
process can be found on our website as well. 

As I close out my three-year tenure as Superintendent of Schools,  
I am immensely happy to have been given the opportunity to serve 
the Grand Island students and community. I am also very grateful for 
the support I received as we worked together to accomplish many 
great things on behalf of the District including:

•	 Completing	the	capital	project	on	time	and	under	budget
•	 Securing	an	additional	$1,072,744	in	state	building	aid	for	the	

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) addition

•	 Establishing	future	oriented	strategic	
themes to bring focus to and guide the 
work of the District
•	 Cutting	legal	fees	by	over	60%
•	 Hiring	12	leaders	to	complement	the	

District’s administrative team
•	 Reaching	agreements	with	the	District’s	

three unions that are fair to our employees 
and taxpayers 
•	 The	many	opportunities	that	were	created	for	students	-	including	

but not limited to: merging with KenTon to establish a girls varsity 
hockey team, introducing credit recovery initiatives to increase 
passing and graduation rates, and launching an International 
Academy to better meet the needs of a growing English as a  
New Language (ENL) population
•	 Leaving	the	District	in	a	strong	financial	position	that	will	allow	it	

to strengthen programs, create new opportunities for students, and 
protect the taxpayer’s investment in our facilities

The list could go on and on and reflects the type of progress 
and achievements that can be accomplished when working 
collaboratively with clear vision and effective leadership.

I would be remiss if I did not thank our PTAs, community, teachers, 
support staff and administrators for their support and encouragement. 
My only regret is that I do not have two more years to finish what we 
started. I am confident we have made advancements in our mission 
and leave the District poised to achieve great things.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve and for the lasting 
relationships that have been formed.

I wish the next superintendent great success!

Go Vikings!

Teresa Lawrence, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

Lawrence Recognization
continued from page 1

1. What message are we sending students about who they are?  
2. What meaning are they making about themselves as a result?  
3. How is that meaning preparing them for what comes next?”

“The Common Core Standards are explicit in telling schools what 
students need to know academically at every grade level and upon 
graduation. While schools have a responsibility to convey content, 
school leaders have an obligation to know the context in which 
the learning takes place. The best I can do for the students and 
the community I serve is to apply theory into my daily practice. 
Completing my Ph.D. in Social Foundations at UB prepared me to 
do just that,” says Dr. Lawrence.

In addition to completing her Ph.D. at the University at Buffalo 
Graduate School of Education, Dr. Lawrence also completed 
her master’s degree, administrative certificates, and an advanced 

certificate in educational study at UB.

Dr. Lawrence has been active in the Western New York educational 
arena for 25 years, serving in the roles of teacher, lecturer, consultant 
and staff developer; and currently as superintendent of schools 
for the Grand Island Central School District. She has invested her 
energy, talent and spirit in the Western New York community and 
is known for her commitment to mentoring and coaching aspiring 
school leaders. She is generous with her time, serving on boards and 
committees that seek to improve her community.

Last fall Dr. Lawrence was identified by Business First as one of 
WNY’s Women of Influence. 

Dr. Lawrence will be presented the award at the University at 
Buffalo Graduate School of Education commencement exercises on 
Friday, May 13, 2016.
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Grand Island Central School District

Message From Your PTA Council
Hello friends of PTA. Time sure is flying by and this is a special year - Leap Year! Nearly 
every four years is a leap year which has 366 days, as opposed to a common year, which  
has 365 in the Gregorian Calendar. What this means to PTA... one EXTRA day to keep 
working hard to make the Grand Island Central School District the BEST! So many special 
events have happened: the schools have enjoyed Author Visits and Family Fun Nights; the  
Huth Road Bazaar; Kaegebein Healthy Heart Night; PARP programs; so many ways in 
which PTA benefits your children. 

Thank YOU - thank YOU for your participation by purchasing memberships and direct 
donations. None of these events would happen without YOU. And, it’s never too late to 
purchase your membership if you forgot, or sign-up to help on a committee if you want to 
get involved. We appreciate your consideration.

In closing, please let me take a moment to sincerely thank Kristen Thore. She organized 
an excellent and informative Parent Information Night and we hope you were able to 
attend. The topic was “Anxiety In Our Children.” We discussed how to recognize and 
understand anxiety, the causes, and how to help. We learned about low self-esteem, 
eating disorders, self-injury, drugs, depression and suicide, along with how to talk about 
these issues and not hide them. If you were unable to attend but have questions, please 
feel free to contact Parentsforprevention@gmail.com any time. PTA will be sponsoring 
more Parent Information Nights as we feel they are needed now more than ever. We are 
all in this together, right?!

Thank you for your time. Being a part of PTA and knowing how much PTA impacts the  
lives of our students and community gives you a sense of pride. Come join us in our efforts 
to continue to make Grand Island schools simply awesome!

Lisa Fabiano 
PTA Council President

Health & Wellness 
Family Fair
Sponsored by the Grand Island Central 
School District Health and Wellness 
Council

Saturday, April 23, 2016

11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Grand Island High School Large 
Cafeteria

•	Free	Healthy	Snacks
•	Information	Sharing	
•	Health	Screenings	
•	Free	Massages	
•	Fun	Activities
•	Basket	Raffles	
•	Prizes!!
Fun for the entire family - Come out 
and join us!

For more information contact  
Cynthia Sharpe, RN at 773-8827

Our Island-Wide PTA meeting is coming up on Monday, April 25 at Sidway Elementary 
School. The Island-Wide PTA meeting was created to help you attend PTA meetings of 
different schools all on the SAME night, SAME location. We know it’s hard to attend 
meetings at night, this is a great way to catch super-short versions of your school’s PTA 
meeting. The schedule is:

6:30 - 7:00 p.m. High School PTSA & Sidway PTA

7:00 - 7:30 p.m. Huth PTA & Kaegebein PTA

7:30 - 8:00 p.m. Middle School PTA & PTA Council

8:00 p.m. Board of Education Budget Q&A Session

BOE Candidate Petitions Available Now
At the 2016-2017 Budget Vote and Board of Education Election on May 17, 2016, 
residents will be asked to select candidates for two open seats. If you are interested 
in becoming a Board of Education member, petitions are available for pick up 
during regular office hours at the District Office beginning March 21, 2016. 
Petitions	are	due	back	to	the	District	Clerk	no	later	than	April	18,	2016	at	4pm.
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The Grand Island Foundation Keeps  
on Giving 
The goal of the Grand Island Foundation, a non-profit foundation for education, is to obtain 
and administer private funds in order to enhance the educational programs in our school 
district, as well as to help ensure that students reach the highest educational level possible. 
Additionally, it has promoted the establishment of the Distinguished Alumni program. 
Board members serve as volunteers and include the superintendent of schools, building 
administrators, teachers and community members. Over the past 15 years alumni, district 
staff and residents have made it possible for the Grand Island Foundation (for education) 
to fund thousands of dollars in grants that provide equipment and enrichment materials for 
students at all five schools. Grants have been awarded to teachers of English, math, science, 
social studies, music, physical education and art. Funds are only used to finance the purchase 
of supplies and equipment that provide benefits directly to students. The Foundation is 
currently receiving grant applications from teachers across the school district and will award 
as many grants as funding will allow. For more information or to make a contribution to the 
Foundation,	contact:	The	Grand	Island	Foundation,	P.O.	Box	1183,	Grand	Island,	NY	14072.

 

Computer-Based Question Sampler
Over the next few years, New York State is planning to transition to computer-based testing. It is 
expected that Computer-Based Testing (CBT) will result in quicker communication of outcomes 
for educators so they may effectively plan instruction based on the students’ achievement.

This spring, Kaegebein and Huth Elementary, along with Veronica Connor Middle School, 
will administer the New York State grades 3-8 Field Tests on computers for the first time. 
The Field Tests will follow student assessments, several weeks later, and are NOT tied to 
student achievement. Field Tests are brief excerpts of questions from past tests. A New York 
State Question Sampler is now available for educators, students, and parents to see what the 
questions will look like on the computer. 

The Question Sampler, provided by Questar Assessment Inc., gives users the opportunity to 
practice using the built-in features and to answer questions in an environment that closely 
resembles the actual computer-based testing platform. The Sampler is available in English 
language arts and math for every grade 3-8. It includes previously released New York State 
test questions and shows the types of questions students will encounter on the computer-based 
field tests this spring. The Question Sampler does not represent the full length of the actual test. 
The Question Sampler is accessible from any computer but works best in the Chrome browser. 
Chrome most closely resembles the secure browser used by Questar to administer the real test.

For	information	and	to	access	the	Question	Sampler,	visit:	www.p12.nysed.gov/technology/
CBT/questionsampler/	

10 Things to Know 
About the Question 
Sampler 
1.  It lets educators, students, and 

parents see what the New York State 
Grades 3-8 Field Test questions will 
look like on the computer this spring. 

2.  It gives users the chance to try out 
the built-in tools and other features 
that will be available to students 
during the test; these include 
the highlighter, a wrong answer 
eliminator, the calculator, and more. 

3.  It includes practice questions in 
ELA and math for every grade 3-8. 

4.		 The	questions	were	previously	
released New York State test 
questions already available on 
EngageNY.org. 

5. It includes all item types that students 
may encounter by grade level 
during the test. It also gives students 
the opportunity to practice using all 
of the tools needed for their grade 
level and subject (ELA or Math). 

6.  It allows users to experience some 
of the computer-based testing 
accommodations available to 
students with disabilities. Users can 
select these special accommodations 
before starting the Question 
Sampler. However, on test day, 
students will not be able to select 
accommodations. Accommodations 
will be preselected by the teacher or 
administrator according to individual 
student	IEPs,	504	Plans,	or	ELL	status.	

7.  It does not collect or track student 
information, names, or results. It is 
for practice only. 

8.  The answer key for each test is 
available from the main Question 
Sampler page after you have 
selected the content area and grade. 

9.  It works best in the Chrome browser 
because Chrome most resembles the 
secure browser used by Questar to 
administer the real test. 

10. It simulates the actual testing 
environment, but when students 
take the actual test, they will all use 
a secure browser downloaded on 
the testing device. This ensures that 
all students are testing in the same 
environment and cannot access 
other information, programs, the 
internet, or tools on the device at the 
time of testing. 

Grand Island Central School District

Important Message Regarding NYSED 
Exams 
Our students in grades 3-8 will have the opportunity to demonstrate their learning through the 
NYS Assessments in English Language Arts and Mathematics. The Grand Island Central School 
District has consistently used the results of these assessments to help us review and revise our 
educational programming; helping us to identify our strengths and opportunities for continued focus.

In recent years, there has been much concern about these test results being linked to teacher 
evaluation scores. As a result of recent legislation, teacher scores will not be linked to student 
results at this time; giving us the opportunity to utilize the results of these assessments to 
benefit GICSD programming without additional concern of undue pressure on students or 
teachers as a result of these assessments.

Additionally, NY State has moved to make some other student friendly changes in the 
assessments. The overall length of the assessments has been decreased through a reduced 
number of test questions on each of the tests, and time constraints have recently been lifted. 
For students who are productively working on the assessments, they will be allowed to continue 
without a time limit in order to support their efforts to work at their own pace. We are looking 
forward to more information & guidelines from NYSED addressing this new opportunity.
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Superintendent 
Search Update
The search for Grand Island’s future 
school superintendent is well underway. 
Applications for the superintendent 
position have been received by  
Dr. Lynn Marie Fusco, Grand Island’s 
search consultant and district 
superintendent of Erie 1 BOCES.  
The Board is moving on to the next 
steps in the process. The Board 
reviewed the applications on March 1 
and conducted preliminary interviews 
on March 12. Final full-day interviews 
will	be	conducted	on	April	11,	12	and	14.	

Dr. Fusco will be reaching out to 
leaders in our educational community 
to assemble interview teams that 
represent members of our community, 
faculty and staff for the full-day 
interviews. 

The community survey has also been 
tallied. Nearly 250 responses were 
received. Parents with students in the 
district accounted for approximately 
48%	of	the	responses,	followed	by	 
33%	district	employees,	9%	community	
members without school aged children, 
4%	parents	with	students	enrolled	in	
other	schools	and	2%	current	student	
responses. Through the survey, we 
have learned that being active in the 
community, willing to commit to 
the district, and being visible and 
accessible are among the qualities that 
are most valued and sought in the next 
district leader.

The District thanks all who completed 
the online survey; the input will prove 
valuable to the Board as the process 
continues.

Grand Island Central School District

New Vaccine Requirement for all 
Incoming 7th & 12th Graders
Please contact your child’s primary care provider ASAP to schedule an appointment for the 
necessary vaccine as required for September 2016.

Substitute RN’s Needed
Grand Island Central School District is always looking for qualified Registered Professional 
Nurses to join our team of substitute nurses. This is a great opportunity for any RN who is a 
stay-at-home mom, or works part-time and would like to supplement what they do. Working 
with children in the educational setting is both challenging and rewarding at the same time, 
and	may	give	you	an	opportunity	to	work	in	the	same	building	that	your	son/daughter	attends	
school. We would provide an orientation to the different buildings so that you would become 
familiar with our District’s policies and procedures.

We are always in need of nurses to attend field trips, ride the bus with 
special needs students, assist with screening procedures or to provide 
sub coverage in one of our five health offices within the District. Please 
consider joining our team! If you are interested or have any questions, 
contact our District Nurse Team Leader, Cindy Sharpe, RN at 773-8827.

You	can	also	visit	our	website	at	grandislandschools.org/Employment.



6 www.grandislandschools.org

 
Grand Island Central School District

Just for Kids 
Receives NYS 
Senate Recognition
Just for Kids, a nonprofit organization 
providing morning and afternoon 
enrichment programs at 15 schools 
in Western New York, was recently 
honored by the New York State Senate 
in Legislative Resolution J3267, after 
being named School Age Program of 
the Year for its dedication to raising the 
level of quality care and education in its 
program. The resolution, sponsored by 
Senator Marc Panepinto was adopted on 
January 21, 2016.

The Legislative Resolution states 
“That this Legislative Body pause in 
its deliberations to honor the Just for 
Kids Program upon the occasion of its 
designation as a recipient of the School 
Age Program of the Year Award, noting 
the significance of its accomplishment 
and recognizing the role such effective 
schools play in shaping the quality of life 
in their community, State, and Nation.” 

The 2015 School Age Program of the 
Year is awarded to an organization 
which serves children ages five to 12; 
demonstrates an ongoing commitment to 
professional development; consistently 
provides high quality early care and 
education; is responsive to the needs of 
children and families; and is compliant 
with New York State School Age Child 
Care Regulations. Just for Kids was 
selected from the 103 other providers in 
Western New York.

In addition to 12 other locations, Just 
for Kids Grand Island currently offers 
a morning and afternoon program at 
Huth Elementary School and afternoon 
programs at Kaegebein Elementary 
School and Sidway Elementary School. 

Just for Kids currently provides before 
and after-school enrichment programs 
to more than 1,000 school age children 
including the Williamsville Central 
School District, Cheektowaga Central 
School District, as well as select private 
schools, and has more than 150 staff 
members, most of whom hold degrees 
in education or are pursuing degrees. 
Besides offering before and after-school 
programs, Just for Kids also offers break 
camps and summer day camps. The 
nonprofit has been providing services in 
Western New York for over 20 years.

Just for Kids is looking to expand its 
program into other schools - both public 
and private - in the Western New York 
region.

For more information on the programs 
offered by Just for Kids, visit  
www.justforkidsonline.org or call  
(716) 639-8500.

Town of Grand Island Student  
Art Contest
Open to: Students in grade levels 9 through 12 who are currently enrolled in Grand Island 
Central School District, are home-schooled on Grand Island or who attend school off-island, 
but reside on Grand Island.

Theme: Anything Grand Island

Medium: Painting, Sculpture, Photography, any medium

Judge: The Grand Island Town Board

Prizes:		 1st	Prize:	$100 
2nd	Prize:	$50 
3rd	Prize:	$25

Deadline:  Artwork must be submitted by April 29, 2016 to be considered

Questions: Contact Cyndy Montana, Assistant to the Town of Grand Island Supervisor, at 
716-773-9600 x658 or email cmontana@grand-island.ny.us

All winning artwork will be displayed in Grand Island Town Hall for a minimum of one year 
and up to the whole time Nathan McMurray is in office. There will be an award ceremony at 
Town Hall for the winners.
Disclaimer: Winning Artwork becomes property of the Grand Island Town Hall and will be displayed as the Town 
Council sees fit. Pictures and displays of the artwork can be used at the discretion of the Grand Island Town Board 
for media or promotion purposes, among other things. The artists names can be used, (but it is not an obligation),  
in all media or promotion purposes. 

K-12 Artist of the Month
The art department proudly announces Sophia Heffley as the recipient of  
the December K-12 Artist of the Month award. Sophia is a fifth-grade 
student at Huth Road Elementary and has been interested in art as far back 
as kindergarten. Her favorite medium to work in is paint because she loves 
to mix new colors. Sophia recalls one of her favorite paintings she created  
in third-grade called, “Starry Night.” She worked hard to make it resemble 
the style of Vincent Van Gogh. Van Gogh happens to be her favorite artist  

we studied at Huth. When Sophia grows up she plans to have a career as a book illustrator. 
Her father and Sean, her brother, have been a great influence on her art. Sean shows her how 
to draw realistically. Art is important to Sophia because “it can inspire people to be creative.” 
We wish Sophia the best of luck in her future as an artist!

Carson Kwiatkowski is the recipient of the January K-12 Artist of the Month 
Award. Carson is a first-grade student at Charlotte Sidway Elementary 
School. Carson is a terrific student who also shows an amazing talent 
and creativity in the visual arts. Carson enjoys painting and working with 
clay but is also gifted with other materials used in the art room. The art 
department would like to wish Carson continued success and we hope to see 
his talent continue to grow in the arts.

Eighth-grade student artist Ronald Appoloney 
has been selected as the K-12 Artist of the Month 
for February. Ronald is a hard-working and 
talented young artist whose dedication and effort 
is apparent in all of his work. He is an accelerated 
art student, currently enrolled in Studio in Art 
where he is earning high school credit while 

still in eighth-grade. His work consistently displays creative and 
divergent thinking as well as a mastery of media and a meticulous 
eye for detail. Ronnie’s art teacher cites his creative ability and 
positive attitude as additional reasons that this student was selected 
as a recipient of this award. The art department applauds Ronald’s 
abilities and dedication and is pleased to honor him as a most 
worthy recipient of this award.
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Grand Island Central School District

Getting Ready for 
Kindergarten
If you have a child turning five years of 
age on or before December 1, you have 
probably received a call from the Grand 
Island Central School District asking 
you to register your child. If you have 
not received this call and have a child 
eligible for kindergarten, please call the 
District Office at 773-8800 so that your 
child can be registered. Sending your 
child to kindergarten is a big step, but an 
exciting time in your lives. Once your 
child is registered, the clock begins to 
tick and there are several dates which 
become important to you.

April 28, 2016 - Getting Ready for 
Kindergarten Night (Parents Only)
This is an evening designed with 
parents in mind. Teachers from Sidway 
School will share helpful information 
about coming to school. The hour long 
presentation will begin at 6:30 pm. 
This is especially helpful if you have 
questions about what you can do at 
home to help your child feel prepared 
for coming to school.

May 17, 2016 - Kindergarten 
Orientation (Parent and 
Kindergarten Child)
This event is for both you and your 
child. The afternoon begins when the 
doors open at 1:00 p.m. Presentations 
for parents in the large gym and 
activities for children in the classrooms 
will begin promptly at 2 p.m. The 
afternoon concludes with a short bus 
ride for you and your child. You will 
have an opportunity to meet several 
faculty and staff and have any questions 
you may have answered.

August 8-18, 2016 - Kindergarten 
Screening (Parent and Kindergarten 
Child)
Screening is by appointment and may be 
scheduled once you have registered your 
child. Screening takes approximately 
an hour to complete. Your child will 
spend approximately 20 minutes with 
three	different	professionals.	He/she	
will see one of our reading specialists 
for	an	assessment	of	his/her	readiness	
skills.	He/she	will	also	meet	with	a	
speech therapist and a school nurse. 
It is important that you have record 
of your child’s physical exam and 
immunizations by that time. 

If you have any questions regarding your 
child coming to kindergarten, please do 
not hesitate to call Sidway at 773-8870. 
We look forward to welcoming you and 
your child to Sidway School.

UPK Lottery to be Held May 24, 2016
Grand Island Central School District will be holding a lottery to determine enrollment 
for the 2016-2017 Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) program. An open meeting will be 
held	on	Tuesday,	May	24,	2016	at	2:00	p.m.	in	the	Grand	Island	High	School	Professional	
Development Room (located at 1100 Ransom Road, Grand Island, New York) to announce 
the results of the UPK lottery. All interested parents are welcome to attend. Notification 
letters and phone calls will be made to parents in the weeks following the lottery to confirm 
the specific location and session assignments for the incoming UPK students. Results of the 
UPK Lottery will also be posted on our website shortly after the drawing.

To be eligible for the UPK program a child must be four years of age on or before  
December 1, 2016 and a Grand Island resident. Half day sessions, five days per week  
are offered at Charlotte Sidway Elementary School (morning and afternoon) and also at  
Kiddo’s Korner Preschool (afternoon only).

UPK applications are now available online at www.grandislandschools.org or call  
Susan Carter at 773-8818 for information. Appointments must be made in advance to register 
your child. Please call 773-8800 extension “0” to schedule an appointment. The application 
deadline is Friday, May 20, 2016. The last appointment to register on this date will be 2:00 p.m.

UPK Update
The Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) Program within the Grand Island School District is 
completing another successful year. Each year, the Grand Island Central School District runs two 
UPK sites. In addition to our Sidway location, which runs a morning and afternoon session, we 
will be working with Kiddo’s Korner Preschool for the 2016-2017 academic year. Kiddo’s 
Korner Preschool will be providing an afternoon session as our community-based-provider.

Our education centers provide an excellent program for four-year old preschool children 
within	our	community.	Together,	they	service	43	children	on	the	New	York	State	Education	
Department approved pre-kindergarten curriculum. The program requires attendance five 
days per week, two hours and thirty minutes per day, and follows the Grand Island school 
calendar for student attendance days.

As we move into spring, the District will be organizing the program for the 2016-2017 
school year. The Grand Island School District has recently disseminated a letter to registered 
families with younger siblings, who are currently enrolled within our school district. The 
intent of this letter was to distribute preliminary information regarding our UPK Program. 
This same information has been posted on our website at www.grandislandschools.org. UPK 
is a grant funded program which is dependent on state aid. The amount of aid extended to our 
District will be the determining factor on the number of students served.

If you are a new family to the District, or have a child who will be entering kindergarten in 
the 2016-2017 school year, please contact the District Office at 773-8800 (ext. 0) between the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. to set up an appointment for district registration. This will help to 
ensure your family will receive notices with regard to the UPK program.

 

Attention Residents with Children Ages 
Newborn Through 5 Years of Age…
To effectively plan for the 2016-2017 school year, the Grand Island Central School 
District would like to know how many children reside on Grand Island who are eligible for 
kindergarten enrollment in September 2016. Any child who will reach their fifth birthday on 
or before December 1, 2016 is eligible to attend kindergarten next school year.

Please call the District Office at 773-8800 (ext. 0) between the hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.  
and give your name, your child’s name, child’s date of birth, address and telephone number. 
At the time of registration you will need to bring proof of residency, immunization records, 
an original birth certificate and custody papers if applicable.

We ask that you call even if you do not plan on sending your child to kindergarten next year 
or plan on sending your child to a private or parochial school. This information will assist our 
transportation department, as well as our state and federal funding.
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Sidway Elementary School

100th Day of School Celebration!Sidway Family  
Fun Day
Families at Sidway Elementary School 
attended Family Fun Day on Saturday, 
February 6. Students and their families 
enjoyed games, refreshments and the 
famous Sidway basket raffle!

Mystery reader, Principal Dunbar, reads one of her favorite stories to the students.

Huth Elementary School

Huth Elementary School Viking 
Value Awards

Huth Road 
Spelling Bee
This year’s winners of the annual Huth 
Road Elementary School Fourth and 
Fifth Grade Spelling Bees are:

4th	Grade 
1st place - Grace Jones  
2nd place - Mariella DiCarlo  
3rd place - Dean Urbaniak  
Alternate - Emma Oppedisano

5th Grade 
1st place - Ransom Rohr  
2nd place - Berin Celik  
3rd place - Grace VanderMey  
Alternate - Lauren Geyer

The top three winners advance to the 
Niagara Region PTA Spelling Bee 
which will be hosted by our PTA at 
Huth	Road	Elementary	on	May	14.	
Congratulations to our Spelling Bee 
winners!

January 2016

Grade 2: Thomas Alberalla, Noah Franco, Caylee 
Meyer and Jonathan Neville. Grade 3: Nicholas 
Castellino, Evan Pickering, Owen Rosetti and 
Morgan Szathmary. Grade 4: Brooke Caldwell, 
Madison Elandt, Cayden Luciano, Cayden 
Luciano, Dylan Simpson, Christian Vanini and 
Mackenzie Wright. Grade 5: Zoe Heider, Julia 
Juntenen, Dominic Masucci, Ryan Smith and 
Alexis Soluri.

December 2015

Grade 2: Anna Girard, Miranda Page, Katie 
Stieringer and Kennady Ulrich. Grade 3: Chase 
Judd, Natalie Malush, Emma Richards and Celine 
Rizek. Grade 4: Trysten Carding-Galeza, Austin 
Irons, Elijah Linenfelser, Kaleigh Lockett, Jillian 
Manns and Georgiana Nowak. Grade 5: Rebecca 
Dilliot, Lily Koslowski, Lindsey Olendorf, Megan 
Pinzel and Jack Sharp.

Students from Ms. Schroeder’s first-grade class 
celebrate the 100th day of school.
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Kaegebein Elementary School

Heart Healthy 
Choices
Anne Rich, food service director, and 
teacher Janet Gorfien manned tables 
with information and activity sheets 
on the benefits of breakfast and eating 
spinach - a Harvest of the Month 
featured vegetable. 

Kids enjoyed breakfast treats thankfully 
donated from General Mills and low-fat 
milk donated from Upstate Farms. 

Homemade spinach 
dip was offered to 
parents and students 
to try with celery 
sticks and tortilla 
chips. It took some 
convincing, but 
once students tasted 
it, most of them 
liked it! Many were 
convinced after 
mom or dad tried it first.  
The expressions were priceless - 
crinkled up faces at the thought of 
trying spinach turned to ones of 
pleasant surprise after they tested the 
spinach dip. Some students even asked 
for more celery or chips to finish their 
cups! Here is the recipe for you to make 
at home:

Spinach Dip 

Plain Greek Non-Fat Yogurt 2 C

Lite Mayo 1 C

Chopped Spinach, Frozen 6-8 oz

Parmesan Cheese 2 TBS

Celery Salt ½ tsp

Gran. Garlic ½ tsp

Parsley ½ tsp

Oregano ½ tsp

Basil ½ tsp

Onion Powder ½ tsp

Dry Mustard ½ tsp

Black Pepper ¼ tsp

Defrost spinach. Squeeze dry. Chop a 
little more so not stringy. Mix yogurt, 
mayo and spices together well. Stir 
in spinach. Let sit a few hours or 
overnight. Enjoy with fresh veggies, 
pita or tortilla chips. 

Staying HEART Healthy
To coincide with Healthy Heart month, Kaegebein Elementary School held its annual 
Healthy	Heart	Night	on	Thursday,	February	4.	Faculty	and	staff	hosted	the	free	event	for	
students and their families. The Healthy Heart committee, led by teachers Melissa Nesselbeck 
and Lynn Ackendorf, planned and organized the various stations, games and activities.  
Some of the highlights of the night included dancing with Miss Cathy, Zumba, Wii Fit games 
and a dental health presentation. Students also had the opportunity to make stress balls, 
check their blood pressure, make their own bag of trail mix and sample healthy snack and 
breakfast choices. Games such as Breakfast BINGO and Musical Veggies were also a hit, 
and for those wishing to tap into their creative side, a healthy choice craft was available to 
design. 

Kaegebein’s Early Act Club teamed up with the Grand Island Rotary to 
raise	awareness	of	polio.	The	Purple	Pinky	Project	raised	over	$200	toward	
the	goal	of	eliminating	polio	worldwide.	For	a	$1	donation,	children	could	
have their pinkies painted purple to show their contribution toward providing 
immunization to children in countries afflicted by this disease.

Healthy Heart Night may have come to a close at 8:00 p.m. that night, but the 
fun didn’t end there. The next day, all Kaegebein students participated in  
Jump Rope for Heart. With the help of AnnMarie Stewart, school nurse, and 
gym teachers, Jennifer Marsala and Andy Curtis, students spent their gym 
periods jumping toward a healthier lifestyle. 

Healthy Heart Night has been a tradition at Kaegebein for over ten years, and each year 
proves to be more successful than the last. With parents and teachers as partners in education, 
our students will continue on a healthy path to success. 

School Related Professionals  
Make a Difference
The Grand Island School Related Professionals Union decided at their annual meeting in 
November to donate hats, scarves, mittens, gloves and socks to the Buffalo City Mission. 
As a collaborative effort, all buildings and departments collected during the first two 
weeks in December. The task was a huge success. Hundreds of items were collected and 
prepared for drop off at the mission. This was made possible by the clerical, teacher aide, 
transportation, school monitor, cleaner, food service, custodial, mechanic, maintenance & 
nursing units. Many thanks to all for making this drive a huge success!

SRP Members: Dennis Zgoda, Sheila Ciechoski, Joann MacClellan, Tom McMahon, Cheryl Frieday, 
Michelle Driess and Patty Fike.
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A Winning Combination
Young and Established Professionals Learn From One Another
How can the adult professionals of WNY learn 
from today’s youth? Combine them together for an 
afternoon of friendly competition. Grand Island’s 
chapter of JV DECA hosted the Gamma Delta 
chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma International at 
Veronica E. Connor Middle School.

DKG is a professional honor society of key women 
educators whose mission is to promote professional 
and personal growth of women educators and 
excellence in education. While younger in age,  
JV DECA members similarly strive to build their 
skills in: Social Intelligence, Leadership Development, 
Vocational Understanding and Civic Consciousness. 
Although already well-versed in techniques to 
enhance learning at the elementary, middle, high 
school and even college level, the women of DKG 
came away from this joint meeting with a greater 
insight on the emerging professionalism of today’s 
teens and their ability to think on their feet and 
solve real world business problems.

After JV DECA students conducted a sample competitive DECA event, they turned the 
tables on their guests by requiring the attendees to solve a similar problem. Sticking to the 
rules of DECA, the adults were only given ten minutes to meet and discuss the scenario, 
apply the six steps in decision making and prepare their presentation. Upon sharing their 
solutions with the JV DECA “adjudicators,” the adult professionals commented on how good 
it still feels to be told that our ideas are good ones and how pleasantly surprised they were at 
how poised and well-spoken their 13-year old judges could be. Before departing, the JV DECA 
members shared warm-from-the-oven homemade apple pies with their new DKG friends and 
felt proud of their newfound culinary skills. 

Delta Kappa Gamma is no stranger to the Grand Island and North Tonawanda students, 
however, as DKG continues to be a faithful donor of an annual graduation scholarship to  
two qualifying young women, one from each district, pursuing a career in education.  
The VCMS JV DECA chapter meets under the advisement of Family and Consumer Science 
Teacher/DKG	Member,	Mrs.	Mary	Jane	Fonte	and	is	a	proud	part	of	the	largest	DECA	
Chapter in Western New York under the advisement of Mrs. Cheryl Chamberlain. 

Youth In Art Month 
VCMS work displayed at Grand Island Memorial Library 
To celebrate the annual occasion of Youth In Art Month, Veronica 
Connor Middle School students’ work was featured in a display at 
the Grand Island Memorial Library throughout the month of March. 
Youth in Art month is a national observance which recognizes and 
celebrates the work of school-age children, grade K-12. The annual 
celebration recognizes the importance and value of art education 
to student learning as well as encouraging community support of 
quality programs in our schools. Youth In Art Month also provides 
an opportunity to recognize the unique skills and abilities that are 
developed by students through their involvement in the visual arts. 

The work on display showcases the many ways in which middle-
level students use art as a form of self-expression, creatively solving 
problems by using a wide variety of media to express and find their 
unique artistic voice. The public is cordially invited to view the 
work which features eighth-grade artists. A second show in April 
will feature grades six and seven.

Jar Wars
InterAct Club’s 3rd 
Annual Jar Wars 
competition was a 
great success raising 
over	$700	to	provide	
local families with Blessings 
Baskets. During the competition, 
students were invited to bring in 
pennies to Mod 1 class. Each penny 
counted as a point for their class.  
They could also sabotage other classes 
by placing silver coins or even dollars 
in their jars, which counted as negative 
points. Mrs. Stapleton’s sixth-grade 
class finished on top and earned the 
bagel party. Start saving your change 
because Jar Wars will be back next 
year!

Teaming up to 
Raise Dough
In December, students from  
Miss Silvestri’s and Mrs. Kosmoski’s 

high school Life Skills 
class teamed up with 

Miss Nowak’s Food 
and Nutrition classes. 

Together, the students 
made three types of 
dough, baked and 

decorated cookies 
for a Holiday Cookie 
Tray fundraiser. The 

cookie trays were 
sold to teachers in the middle and high 
schools. All funds raised supported 
a family from Tonawanda adopted 
by The Life Skills Class this holiday 
season. The Life Skills class raised 
over	$300!

Veronica E. Connor Middle School

Eighth-grade student, 
Iris Hutchins displays her 
work.

JV DECA members, Allison Fay and  
Luke Hess working diligently on their 
pastry creations.
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GI Students Partake 
in Medical Debate
Buffalo General 
Hospital was chock-
full of debate as 
local high school 
students digested and 
demonstrated their 
knowledge about 
organ transplantation. 
Grand Island 
students enrolled 
in an academically 
competitive 
Connections program, which is offered 
in conjunction with Erie 1 BOCES, 
debated whether the US government 
should allow the sale of organs for 
transplantation. Fourteen seniors 
from Lancaster, Depew, Grand Island, 
Hamburg and Cardinal O’Hara high 
schools participated in the annual event.

The Connections program, which is 
part of Erie 1 BOCES’ honors-level 
track called New Visions, is a four-
credit program where students spend 
three hours each day at a designated 
hospital site taking course work 
and observing all aspects of health 
careers. In addition to Buffalo General 
Hospital, other classes take place at 
Millard Fillmore Suburban Hospital 
and Veterans Affairs Hospital. Students 
who apply are required to demonstrate 
strong English and communication 
skills, have completed three years of 
science, be academically prepared 
with a proven attendance record and be 
responsible for their own transportation. 
Students interested should visit  
www.e1b.org/cte	and	speak	with	their	
high school counselor.

Ready, Set, Job Search!
Byblos was the setting on February 11 for the annual Job Search Seminar hosted by the 
business department at Grand Island High School. This year over 75 students assembled, 
with resumes in hand, to participate in interviews with local businesses such as the Harbor 
Center and Dick and Jenny’s. The importance of feedback was at the forefront of the event 
and the interviewers helped students realize what they can improve on during their job 
hunting process. The generosity of Island Ship Center, Grand Island Optical, Flower a Day, 
and GISBA helped make this event a huge success. Job Search is an authentic experience 
which enables students to participate and understand the interview process. For more 
information on programs like Job Search, contact the business department at 773-8820.

GI DECA is Epic at States
“Be Epic,” is DECA’s national 
theme this year and Grand Island 
lived up to that expectation at 
the NYS Career Conference 
in Rochester. Advisor Cheryl 
Chamberlain was recognized by 
NYDECA for her service to the 
organization and was rewarded even 
more	with	64	students	earning	 
48	medals	and	11	top	five	trophies!	
State level trophy winners included 
Emily Kurtzhalts with a first place 
trophy for Management Decision 
Making and VCMS eighth-grader 
Gabriella Bergstrom with a third 
place trophy in Sales Demonstration. 
There were eight National award 
winners who advanced to Nashville, 
Tennessee including the first team to 
complete a 30 page business plan for 
their community service project “The Mini Ride for Roswell.” Faith Gworek, Gianna Horvath, 
and Celia Jones, who took second place, were even recognized by Roswell Park’s ‘Ride for 
Roswell’ organization on Twitter when they won! 

Grand Island High School

Emily Kurtzhalts wins first place at DECA States.

Marie Tomasula, Tiffany Melendez, and Josh Shaefer. Bottom row: Emily Jalonek, McKenna Collingnon, 
Mary Elisabeth Rustowicz, and Emma Sickles.

Camille Lockwood of Hamburg; Adam 
Dryfhout of Grand Island; Cameron Caputi 
from Cardinal O’Hara; and Madison Green 
also of Grand Island.

Madison Green
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Latin Dance Lessons for GIHS 
LOTE Students
On Friday, February 26, over 80 Grand Island foreign language students learned Salsa, 
Merengue, and Bachata dance styles. They received instruction from four professionals 
headed by Sarah Haykel, locally known as “Salsa Sarah.” After almost two hours of 
instruction and open dancing, it was time to enjoy the scrumptious cooking from La Galera 
Mexican Restaurant of Niagara Falls: chicken fajitas, guacamole, salsa, chips, and of course 
churros. Feedback was highly positive and plans are being made to offer this fun learning 
experience again next February. Mr. Winger, Mrs. Scibilia, Mrs. Myers, Mr. Lamparelli and 
the participants wish to give sincere thanks to the Grand Island PTSA and Student Council 
for their support in bringing the event to our students. 

Senior Class 
Basket Raffle
Grand Island High School Senior  
Class is holding a prom themed  
basket raffle fundraiser to raise money 
for their senior prom to be held on  
June 11, 2016. There will be a few 
large baskets made up of prom-related 
coupons and gift certificates that 
will help reduce the cost of expenses 
during the prom season. One basket 
will contain a pair of prom tickets 
valued	at	$130.	Local	companies	have	
donated these items and the profits will 
help to fund the class of 2016’s senior 
prom. Tickets can be bought from any 
senior class officer or class advisors, 
Amy Kessel and Julie Camilleri. They 
can be contacted through email at 
amykessel@grandislandschools.org 
or juliecamilleri@grandislandschools.
org. Tickets will be sold during the 
months of March and April at the price 
of	$20.00	per	sheet	for	the	baskets	and	
$10.00	per	sheet	for	the	smaller	gift	
certificates and coupons. 

Grand Island High School
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Grand Island Students Learn  
Life-Saving Skills
NYS Board of Regents Requires Hands-Only CPR Training Before 
Graduation
This February, Grand Island students in grades 
9 - 12 were trained in bystander CPR and use 
of automated external defibrillators (AED) 
through the American Heart Association’s 
Hands-Only™ CPR program. Since spring 
2014,	the	Grand	Island	Central	School	District	
annually trains all high school students in 
these life-saving skills. 

In	October	2014,	Gov.	Andrew	Cuomo	
signed into law a measure directing the state’s 
commissioner of education to come up with a 
CPR training curriculum. New York is the 26th 
state to pass such a law. In September 2015, 
the New York State Board of Regents approved a regulation requiring all students be taught 
Hands-Only CPR training before graduating from high school. This mandate was the final 
step in a 15-year American Heart Association (AHA) grassroots effort to get CPR training 
in high schools in New York State. The AHA were among many groups pushing to make the 
training mandatory, citing cases in which lives were saved by someone performing CPR. 

“We were prepared,” said Dr. Teresa Lawrence, superintendent of Grand Island Central 
School District. “Our district implemented a Hands-only CPR training course for high school 
students	two	years	ago,	the	first	classes	were	conducted	in	the	spring	of	2014.	We	continue	to	
teach approximately 1,000 students this life-saving skill each year.”

The Grand Island Fire Company, under the direction of EMS Captain Scott McCormick, 
was on hand to present information to the students along with the Grand Island High School 
(GIHS) physical education staff. GIHS physical education teachers have the skills and 
training to maintain and implement the Hands-Only CPR training into the curriculum year 
after year. Hands-Only CPR can be taught in 30 minutes or less, so it easily fits into physical 
education class time. 

“In previous years our District experienced first-hand the life-saving benefits that knowing 
CPR can have,” said Lawrence. “Safety continues to remain our top priority. Our District 
supports the opportunity to provide our students and staff these valuable skills.”

Hands-only CPR training provides students and staff members with a valuable, life-saving 
skill. The annual practice is critical to reinforce knowledge and proficiency. 

Grand Island High School

Swagler to Attend  
Summer Leadership 
Academy
Grand Island High School junior, 
Sarah Swagler was accepted into the 
Leadership Academy at Mercy College. 
During a week this summer at Mercy 
College, Sarah will learn from business 
leaders, participate in team-building 
activities, visit Fortune 500 companies, 
and put her leadership skills into action. 
Congratulations, Sarah! 

Internship at Cannon  
Design is “Sweet!”
Senior Sammantha Reynolds recently completed an internship with Cannon 
Design on Grand Island where she planned and constructed, with computer 
software, a unique business idea, “Sweet Treats Bakery.” Sammantha, under 
the tutelage of Stephanie Vito and many others at Cannon, took an idea and 
built an entire complex complete with lighting, electric and interior design 
with the assistance of some unique computer renderings. A presentation 
was given on January 15 at Cannon with all departments in attendance. 
Sammantha brought goodies made by the inspiration of her idea, her sister 
who loves to bake, and everyone enjoyed seeing Sammantha’s work come 
full circle. Sammantha plans to attend Niagara University in the fall and was 
very excited to intern for Cannon, a world renowned architectural company.

Sammantha with the team at Cannon Design.
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Tim Awarded 
Athletic Secretary 
of the Year
Kathie Tim, secretary for the Grand 
Island Central School District athletic 
department, was the recipient of 
the 2016 “Judith Martens” Athletic 
Secretary of the Year Award from 
Section VI. The New York State 
Athletic Administrators Association 
(NYSAAA) award began in 1999. 
Since it’s inception, Grand Island is the 
only District to have two employees 
recognized with this honor.  
 2001 MaryEllen Kippley 
 2016 Kathie Tim 

Please take a moment to congratulate 
Kathie and thank her for her hard 
work and dedication to Grand Island 
Athletics. Congratulation, Kathie!

Grand Island Athletics

2015-16 Winter Season
Girls Hockey, Wrestler Zach Breedan, and Indoor Track Athletes 
Kathlynn Touhy and Joe Frailey Awarded Section VI Champions
The	first	GI	Girls	Hockey	team	ever,	Kenmore/Grand	Island	
combined to win the 2015-16 Section VI championship 
and qualified to the State “Frozen Four” championships. 
After beating Canton in the State semi-finals, the girls lost a 
heartbreaker in the State finals against Alexandria Bay 3-2. 
The Lady Vikings that participated for the Varsity Federation 
team are Andrea Colon, Victoria Botticello, Rosalie Boyko, 
LeAnn Wright and Abigail Blair.

Senior Zach Breedan became only the 6th Viking wrestler since 1965 to win a Section VI 
championship and earn a trip to the State championships in Albany. Zach qualified to the 
State Tournament at 195 lb. weight class.

Senior Dakaylah Winfield became only the 6th Lady Viking to join the 1,000 point club, 
finishing her career at 1058 pts and leading the Lady Vikings to a 15 win season.

Indoor Track had 3 athletes, Joe Frailey, Kathlynn Tuohy and Ganna 
Baldassarre qualify to the State Championships at Cornell University. Joe and 
Katelynn were Section VI Champions. Joe won the 600 meter run and Kaitlynn 
the 1500 meter Racewalk. Genna finished 3rd in Section VI 1500m Racewalk but 
was the top finisher in Section VI at the State meet.

Joe Kulikowski (Basketball) and Adam Dryfhout (Swimming) were Senior 
Scholar Athlete winners of the Section VI AdPro Sports Scholar Athlete 
Awards. Receiving Honorable mention Scholar Athlete was Austin Blair 

(Hockey), Kali Hansrath (Basketball) and Alex Whetham (Swimming). The Niagara PAL 
Awards honored Julia Lawley and Jake Niland as the Viking Male and Female Prep Athlete 
Award at the Como Restaurant on Feb 21st. Also being honored at the PAL Awards banquet was 
Giana	Aiello	(Soccer)	as	the	comeback	Athlete	of	the	Year	Award	and	a	$500	scholarship.

Eight teams that qualified for the NYSPHSAA Team Scholar Athlete Award is Girls and 
Boys Indoor Track, Girls and Boys Basketball, Cheerleading, Girls Bowling, Girls Hockey 
and Boys Swimming and Diving.

GIHS Marketing Program 
continued from page 1 

Students can also earn transferrable college credits through a variety of coursework in the Marketing Management Program. One of the 
newest courses, Sports and Entertainment Management, will be eligible to earn three college credit hours through an agreement with 
Syracuse University. Students who enroll in these college level courses can pay a small tuition cost for the opportunity earn credits 
towards their college degree. 

An important component of the program is to build relationships with local businesses so that students can experience hands-on, real-
world applications based on what they are taught in the classroom. Many great field trips and internships are lined up including the 
Buffalo Bills, Canalside Buffalo and Shea’s Performing Art Center, to name a few. “Students build connections between school and work. 
They receive real career experiences while in high school,” says Boutet.

“One of my chief responsibilities is to increase educational opportunities for our students. To do so we hire well, seek collaborations 
and let everyone do the job they are intended to do. Through Amy’s leadership we are able to do just that. We’re pleased to provide our 
students another alternative to advance their studies,” states Teresa Lawrence, superintendent of Grand Island Central School District. 
“Thank you to the Board of Education and the Grand Island School & Business Alliance (GISBA) for their support and collaboration in 
advancing opportunities for our students.”

An essential part of the implementation process involved feedback about the development of the program from an internal review 
committee comprised of teachers, guidance counselors and administrators. Prior to submission to New York State Department of 
Education an external review committee was asked to share their opinions on how the program would impact the GI business community. 
Many local businesses, administrators, parents and students were brought together to evaluate the program. 

“The Marketing Management CTE program is an outstanding opportunity for our students and we will look forward to expanding these 
opportunities in the future,” says Dan Quartley, principal of Grand Island High School.

There will be 15 students per cohort and an application process is required for enrollment into the program. Students interested in learning 
more about the Marketing Management Career & Technical Education (CTE) program should contact high school teacher Amy Boutet, 
amyboutet@grandislandschools.org or their guidance counselor.
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2016 Spring Viking Athletic Schedule
GIRLS LACROSSE - VARSITY
3/18	 W.Seneca	West	(scrim)	 	 TBA
3/29	 Frontier	(scrim)		 	 TBA
4/01	 Will	South	 	 	 7:00	pm
4/05	 East	Aurora	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/07	 Iroquois	 		 	 5:00	pm
4/11	 Will	North	 	 	 5:15	pm
4/14	 @	Will	East	 	 	 4:30	pm
4/15	 @	W.Seneca	East	 	 5:00	pm
4/18	 @	Niagara	Wheat	 	 5:00	pm
4/25	 Lockport	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/27	 N.	Tonawanda	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/29	 @	Niagara	Falls	 	 5:00	pm
5/03	 @	LewPort	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/06	 Niagara	Wheatfield	 	 7:00	pm	
5/10	 @	Lockport	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/12	 @	N.	Tonawanda	 	 5:00	pm
5/17	 Niagara	Falls	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/19	 LewPort	 	 	 7:00	pm

GIRLS LACROSSE - JUNIOR VARSITY 
3/18	 W.Seneca	West	(scrim)	 	 TBA
3/29	 Frontier	(scrim)		 	 TBA
4/05	 @	East	Aurora	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/07	 @	Iroquois	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/08	 @	Will	South	 	 	 4:30	pm
4/11	 @	Will	North	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/14	 Will	East	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/15	 W.Seneca	East	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/18	 Niagara	Wheat	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/25	 @	Lockport	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/27	 @	N.	Tonawanda	 	 5:00	pm
4/29	 Niagara	Falls	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/03	 LewPort	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/05	 @	Niagara	Wheat	 	 5:00	pm
5/10	 Lockport	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/12	 N.	Tonawanda	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/17	 @	Niagara	Falls	 	 5:00	pm
5/19	 @	LewPort	 	 	 5:00	pm

MODIFIED GIRLS LACROSSE
4/26	 @	Hamburg	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/28	 Sweet	Home	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/02	 Will	South	 		 	 5:00	pm
5/05	 W.Seneca	West		 	 5:00	pm
5/07	 @	Will	East	(Maple	E.)	 	 10:00	am
5/12	 @	W.Seneca	E.	(MS)	 	 5:00	pm
5/14	 @	Sweet	Home	(MS)	 	 10:00	am
5/16	 Hamburg	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/19	 @	Will	South	(Mill	MS)	 	 5:00	pm	
5/21	 @	W.Seneca	W.	(MS)	 	 10:00	am
5/23	 Will	East	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/31	 W.Seneca	East	 	 	 5:00	pm 

BOYS LACROSSE - VARSITY 
3/17	 Wilson	(scrim)	 	 	 5:00	pm
3/30	 @	Amherst	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/01	 Niagara	Wheat	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/06	 @	W.Seneca	West	 	 5:00	pm	
4/08	 @	Lockport	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/12	 Will	South	 		 	 5:00	pm
4/15	 Will	East	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/20	 Iroquois	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/22	 @	Hamburg	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/24	 @	Nichols	 		 	 5:00	pm
4/27	 Will	North	 	 	 7:00	pm
4/29	 @	Lakeshore	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/04	 Sweet	Home	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/06	 @	N.	Tonawanda	 	 5:00	pm
5/09	 LewPort	 	 	 7:00	pm
5/11	 @	W.Seneca	East	 	 7:00	pm

BOYS LACROSSE - JUNIOR VARSITY 
3/30	 Amherst		 	 	 5:00	pm
4/01	 @	Niagara	Wheat	 	 5:00	pm
4/06	 W.Seneca	West		 	 5:00	pm
4/08	 Lockport	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/13	 @	Will	South	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/15	 @	Will	East	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/20	 @	Iroquois	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/22	 Hamburg	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/25	 Nichols	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/27	 @	Will	North	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/29	 Lakeshore	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/04	 @	Sweet	Home		 	 5:00	pm
5/06	 N.	Tonawanda	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/09	 @	LewPort	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/11	 W.Seneca	East	 	 	 5:00	pm

MODIFIED BOYS LACROSSE
4/11	 @	W.Seneca	West	 	 5:00	pm
4/13	 @	Buffalo	PS	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/19	 Will	East		 	 	 5:00	pm
4/20	 @	Will	South	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/22	 Hamburg	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/27	 Sweet	Home	 	 	 5:00	pm
4/30	 @	Amherst	 	 	 10:00	am
5/02	 @	Iroquois	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/04		 @	W	Seneca	East	 	 5:00	pm
5/09	 Will	South	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/11	 Buffalo	PS	 	 	 5:00	pm
5/16	 @	Hamburg	 	 	 5:00	pm

SOFTBALL
3/19	 @	Depew	(scrim-V)	 	 TBA
3/28	 RoyHart	(scrim)	 	 4:00	pm
4/06	 Will	North	(scrim)	 	 4:45	pm
4/07	 @	Will	East	(NL)	 	 4:45	pm
4/08	 Frontier	(scrim)		 	 4:45	pm
4/11	 Starpoint	(NL)	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/12	 @	Niagara	Wheat	 	 4:45	pm
4/13	 N.	Tonawanda	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/15	 LewPort	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/18	 @	Lockport	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/25	 Niagara	Falls	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/26	 Maryvale	(NL-V	only)	 	 4:45	pm
4/27	 @	KenEast	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/28	 Niagara	Wheat	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/29	 KenWest	 	 	 4:45	pm
5/02	 @	N.	Tonawanda	 	 4:45	am
5/03	 @	Amherst	(NL)	 	 4:45	pm
5/04	 Lockport	 	 	 4:45	pm
5/05	 @	LewPort	 	 	 4:45	pm
5/09	 @	KenWest	 	 	 4:45	pm
5/11	 @	Niagara	Falls		 	 4:45	pm
5/12	 KenEast	 	 	 4:45	pm

BASEBALL
4/05	 @	St.	Joes	(NL	-	V)	 	 4:30	pm
4/05	 St.	Joe’s	(NL	-	JV)	 	 4:30	pm
4/06	 @	Sweet	Home	(NL)	 	 4:45	pm
4/07	 Starpoint	(NL)	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/11	 Frontier	(NL)	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/12	 Niagara	Wheat	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/14	 @	N.	Tonawanda		 	 4:45	pm
4/18	 Lockport	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/20	 @	LewPort	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/21	 @	KenWest	 	 	 4:45	pm	
4/25	 @	Niagara	Falls	 	 4:45	am
4/27	 KenEast	 	 	 4:45	pm
4/28	 @	Niagara	Wheat	 	 4:45	pm
5/02	 N.	Tonawanda	 	 	 4:45	pm	
5/04	 @	Lockport	 	 	 4:45	pm	
5/05		 LewPort	 	 	 4:45	pm
5/09	 KenWest	 	 	 4:45	pm
5/11	 Niagara	Falls	 	 	 4:45	pm
5/12	 @	KenEast	 	 	 4:45	pm
5/17	 Will	South	(NL)	 	 4:45	pm
5/18	 @	Amherst	(NL)	 	 4:45	pm

BOYS TENNIS
4/11	 KenWest	 	 	 4:00	pm
4/13	 @	Niagara	Wheat	 	 4:00	pm
4/14	 Niagara	Falls	 	 	 4:00	pm
4/15	 N.	Tonawanda	 	 	 4:00	pm
4/18	 @	Lockport	 	 	 4:00	pm
4/25	 @	KenEast	 	 	 4:00	pm
4/27	 @	KenWest	 	 	 4:00	pm
4/28	 LewPort	 	 	 4:00	pm
4/29	 Niagara	Wheat	 	 	 4:00	pm	
5/02		 @	N.	Tonawanda	 	 4:00	pm
5/04	 Lockport		 	 	 4:00	pm
5/06	 @	Niagara	Falls	 	 4:00	pm
5/09	 @	LewPort	 	 	 4:00	pm
5/11	 KenEast	 	 	 4:00	pm

TRACK & FIELD
4/13	 Niagara	Falls	 	 	 4:30	pm
4/19	 @	KenEast	 	 	 4:30	pm
4/26	 N.	Tonawanda	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/03	 @	LewPort	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/05	 Niagara	Wheat	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/10	 @	KenWest	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/17	 Lockport	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/20	 JV	Meet	@	GI	 	 	 4:00	pm
5/25-26	 NFL	Meet	@	NW	 	 4:00	pm
6/3-4	 Sectionals	@	Pioneer	 	 12:00	pm

MODIFIED SOFTBALL
4/25	 @	North	Park	 	 	 4:30	pm
4/27	 @	LewPort	 	 	 4:30	pm
4/29	 @	Niagara	Falls	 	 4:30	pm
5/03	 N.	Tonawanda	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/05	 CSAT	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/09	 North	Park	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/11	 LewPort	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/13	 Niagara	Falls	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/17	 @	N.	Tonawanda	 	 4:30	pm
5/19	 @	CSAT	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/23	 LewPort	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/25	 @	Niagara	Falls	 	 4:30	pm

MODIFIED BASEBALL
4/29	 CSAT	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/03	 @	Niagara	Falls	 	 4:30	pm
5/06	 LewPort	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/12	 N.	Tonawanda	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/13	 CSAT	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/17	 @	N.	Tonawanda	 	 4:30	pm
5/18	 Niagara	Falls	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/20	 @	LewPort	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/25	 @	Niagara	Falls	 	 4:30	pm
5/26	 LewPort	 	 	 4:30	pm
5/31	 @	N.	Tonawanda	 	 4:30	pm
6/02	 @	CSAT	 	 	 4:30	pm

For the most current contest information and details, visit our website at www.grandislandschools.org - Athletics.



16 www.grandislandschools.org

Resident

Grand Island
C e n t r a l  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

Board of Education
Lisa Pyc, President
Susan Marston, Vice President
Glenn Bobeck
Karen Carroll
Richard D’Agostino 
Joy LaMarca
Donna Tomkins

Superintendent
Teresa Lawrence, Ph.D.

1100 Ransom Road • Grand Island, NY 14072
www.grandislandschools.org

G
R

A
N

D
 I

SLAND CENTRAL SCH
O

O
L

S

K
N

O
W

LED GE  U N D E R STA N DING  T
R

U
T

H

Non-profit Org

US Postage

PAID
Permit No. 8

Grand Island, N.Y.

Calendar of Events • visit www.grandislandschools.org for event details

2016-2017 District Calendar 
Released
The 2016-2017 District Calendar was approved by the Grand Island Central School District 
Board of Education. The complete calendar can be found on the website under Quick links at 
www.grandislandschools.org.

Save the Date!
GISBA Golf Tournament

Monday, August 1, 2016

at River Oaks Golf Course 

More Details to Come!

 

Student Athletes Sign Letter of Intent
Troy Brady & Tiffany Melendez signed letters of intent on March 1, 2016. Troy signed to play Division 1 soccer at Canisius College and 
Tiffany signed to play soccer & lacrosse at Division 2 Roberts Wesleyan College. Congratulations to both for outstanding careers!

Tiffany Melendez signs with Roberts Wesleyan College Troy Brady signs with Canisius College

The stock imagery in this issue provided by ©2016 Vital Imagery Ltd. cannot be reproduced or redistributed without prior written approval from the companies listed.
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